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The Department

AR TF
Irrigation Department came into being in the year 1920,
better separating out from Public Works Department and was

named Irrigation & Waterways only in 1946. In the pre-
Daily river & rain plan period i.e., prior to 1951, irrigation was effected
gauge data through Diversion Schemes on rivers Kangsabati and
Damodar. Irrigation potential created upto 1951 was of
the order of 1,39,000 ha. Now the department is
entrusted with the task of providing irrigation facilities,
offering reasonable protection against flood, alleviating
drainage congestion, arresting erosion, maintaining
internal navigation channels and up-keeping the natural
waterways in the state. Since 1951 till date several Major
and Medium Irrigation Projects, number of Embankment
Schemes, Town protection Schemes, Drainage Schemes,
Anti River Bank Erosion Schemes & Anti Sea - Erosion
Schemes have been taken up by the department. With
the help of existing Rain Gauge stations and River Gauge
stations and collection of data and interaction with some
relevant departments like CWC, IMD etc., a Flood Warning
System has been developed. The department has a Public
Relations & Statistical cell which publishes a news
magazine "Sechpatra" both in Bengali & £nglish regularly.
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ﬁ." Irrigation & Waterways Dept. Govt.of West Bengal

¥ B PR
’ LOCATION STATE FEATURES

Flood Management

« Embankments

= Drainage

= Anti River Bank Erosion

« Anti Sea - E::osiOn

« Kolkata Metropolis Drainage

- Daily river & rain
gauge data
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IRRIGATION SEC,

FLCOD MGMT PR & S CELL

Flood Management

Flood Scenario of West Bengal

‘West Bengal has 37,660 sq. km flood prone area spread over 1

the total geographical area of the state is 88,752 sg. km. An
statistics of flood that occurred during last 41 years (from.196
that only on 5 occasions the state has not faced any severe
devastated area crossed 20,000 sq. km in 4 different years
medium magnitude i.e. between 2,000 to 10,000 8qQ. km.
occasions.

This analysis of area flooded against years of occurrence (ca
produced below :

Flood affected area (in Years during which the flood

sq. km) occurred

Below 500 1985, 89,92,94 & 97

Between 500 - 2000 1962, 63, 64, 65,66,72,75 & 96

2000 - 5000 1960, 61,67,69, 70, 74, 76, 80,
81 & 82

5000 - 10000 1973,77,93,95 & 98

10000 - 15000 1968, 79, 83,90 & 99

15000 — 20000 1971, 86,87 & 88

Above 20000 1978, 84,91 & 2000

The Flood Problem :

The flood problems of the state are of different nature at differ
rivers Teesta, Torsa, Jaldhaka, Raidak-I, Raidak-Il  ete. flow
districts of Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar originate in the neighbo
Bhutan and the state of Sikkim and flows down to Bang
neighbouring country to meet the Bramhaputra at different locat







